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"Our" wild dogs need protection! Our pack
contains thirteen dogs, the leader and
mother of the five young dogs was killed by
lions a few days ago. The pack is reforming,
everything is in trouble. Fortunately, they are
close to the camp, which makes it easier to

control, saves time and gives us sleep.
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Only flies are more beautiful .. Wind, sun,
but also rain on the skin - we drive for
hours on the pick-up on the sandy slopes of
the 39000 Quatratmeterparks in search of
wild dogs, lions, Sunis and elephants. Our

eyes are open for everything,

Wild dogs can go back up to 15 km in a

waking phase of around 3 hours. Not always
are they - even with the transmitter collar
and telemetry antenna - easy to find. We
seek the highest points in the park to receive
the signals. Our fitness program 1s

guaranteed.



Only one of the bitches wears a collar, the
beeping helps us find them and the pack
and tells us if the dogs are still sleeping or

moving. The active time of the dogs is at

sunrise and sunset, in between they sleep.

.

The traffic is limited, in Tembe only 10
vehicles per day are admitted, 4x4 1s a
condition. Only about a quarter of the
park is accessible to tourists, here the road
network is quite dense, the other part is
only for employees and us. But as the dogs

are near the camp this is unnecessary.
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Tembe is flat, with few open spaces, with
water pans - at least now in the rainy
season - and a wetland. Dense, green bush
and forest landscape makes it difficult to see
the abundance of animals. For hours we

turn around, we often see little animals.




Where there 1s no tower, there 1s a tree ...
Our boss, the predator monitor Cilla von
WildlifeACT, climbs a tree to look for the
signals of the lions or the bitch. We may
also hear the beeping of the Leopard, who
received a collar three years ago and has

never been seen since.

Thanks to the signals once again tracked
down. As so often near the fence, on which
prey animals are driven to certain death, so

that the pack does not have to make it so
difficult.

Play, fight, find a new ranking. The wild
dogs are extremely active and return long
distances in no time. We follow them back
and forth, observe and count them. A
young dog, beard, 1s missing. He may have
become the victim of the lions whose signal

we have received nearby.
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The next day another dog is missing, again
a male. The lesser evil, because the only
female in the litter is the bearer of hope for
the multiplication of the endangered
animals. In the evening we hear the dogs
calling, the hair bobbing us, the howling
goes through the marrow and leg. "Huuuh"

... Fortunately, the pack 1s back.

Every observation is closely followed: which
species, the type of sighting, the activity, the
composition of the group, the location and
the coordinates of the sighting. With the
GPS, these are determined by Cilla.
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The dogs are curious, the fence seems to
magically attract them. He 1s the security
line for her. On the other side lurks the
death: the brutal robbers would easily
consume the goats and cattle of the
population who lives in the village right on
the fence. Logically, that they would be

killed as soon as possible.




The kitchen 1s our center. The fresh air
brings hunger! During the day we eat
depending on your individual mood from
the fridge and storage cupboard, in the
evening we cook alternately for all and eat
together. The experiences of the day are

recapitulated and exchanged.
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What exactly should I write down?
Definitely one of the lost dogs 1s back in
the pack and was counted during the
sighting,

Bart 1s still missing, for him the hope

disappears.

Three activities structure our day: sunrise
drive (about 4.30, depending on the
distance of the pack) to dogs and lions, the
elephant monitoring with Leonard in the
"hot midday" (about 10 - 15 clock) and the
sunset control in the dogs (approx 16 -
19.30 hours). Unfortunately; it is rarely hot!



Small one- or two-cottage, a toilet pavilion,
the main house with kitchen and showers
and the office form a cozy little village. The
camp 1s fenced and has a large gate, which
according to the attached board "must
always be closed" - we have never seen it,
but we still felt safe.

Now we are looking for the lionesses: one

of them, the collar must be extended, the
other four are to be caught and sold in a
new park. The lion population in Tembe is
too large, hyenas have already been
eradicated and jackals decimated, the dogs
are badly harassed. Also blood refreshing is

necessary.
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Comfortable beds, closet, mosquito
protection, electric light and even air
conditioning not only comfortable but even

luxurious: our home for two weeks.




Planning and Information: On the way to
the northern part, where the pack of lions
lives, a prey shot by the ranger will wait to
help us lure the lions. We find it, covered
with some branches and load it onto the
back of the truck.
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First, we seek the lionesses to be captured.
Simon and Cilla plan, calculate and limit
the search area. The lionesses should first
be accustomed to the procedure of "lion

calling", so we need no veterinarian today.

Let's go to the place where we expect the

lions.



On the way we also make acquaintance
with a Mozambique spitting cobra. It
disappears after a short time and lets us

continue.

The dead female Nyala exudes a - for the
lions - wonderful fragrance. This is now

one kilometer up and down the road.

Now the animal is tied to a tree so that it
can not simply be pulled away by the lions -
they should get to know the place,

recognize the cars and feel no fear.
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In fact, they appear right next to the cars
where we squeezed and watched while
holding our breath. The proud lion man
enjoys the time extensively - and leaves his
two ladies kindly a last bite.
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The lions also receive an acoustic
invitation: squeaky piggies are supposed to
arouse their curiosity and draw them in
that direction, where they are supposed to
associate the scent of the prepared supper
with it.

Tired and a little bit excited by this
spectacle, we drive back to the camp in a

partly almost criminal way.
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A sunny day must be used and the hand
wash (the washing machine is broken) dries

in the wind.

Gorgeous hours: bringing the hammocks
was worth it, resting with the exciting book
1s usually short-lived - then overcomes one's

sleep ..

In Cilla's garden, we build a boma (a
release enclosure) in which charges can find

a temporary home ...
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Open terrain is rather rare, but the park
still has a protected sand forest area. Here
are also the small Suni, which are also
observed as research species. Amazingly,

you can see more nyalas than impala in

Tembe.
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The sweet little jackals enjoy the newly
built Boma after their stay in the safety of
the car. However, they quickly find a way
through and make themselves free. I hope
they have found enough food and have not

met the lion.

With Leonard we are looking for the
elephants: the Tembepark has long
practiced contraception with the elephants.
Elephant cows are shot from the air with
injections that prevent frosting. The
program should now be relaxed and the

herds rejuvenate.
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Leonard, the elephant monitor knows his
Pappenheimer. Based on the tusks and / or
cracks, cracks, holes in the ears or other
trademarks, he can recognize his elephant.
Some have names, other numbers.

Everything 1s logged accurately.

We set out to catch the lion - tonight
"Dee", whose collar is too tight, should be
stunned with the arrow to adjust it. Only -
where the lioness just hides? The smallest

elevation makes signal search difficult ...
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In this dense forest even the elephants can
make themselves invisible - especially
rhinos or Sunis. Every encounter is a

surprise and a joy!
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The electric fence protects - where it was
not torn down by the trunks - the rare sand
forest of elephants and giraffes. On our
wild drive to Dee's quest, we need to open
it several times for the passage.
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Despite precise explanations and a lot of
background knowledge from Cilla we are

looking for the lions here and there ..

The course seems suitable for the "Lion

call-up". Behind the prey animal, a
barricade 1s built from branches, the
loudspeakers are placed in the trees and all

the important persons arrive.
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